
 

Grand Knights Report: 
Brother Knights, 

These are unchartered times and I hope you and your loved ones are doing well.  The COVID-19 pandemic has up-rooted life and 

familiar routine throughout the world.  Social distancing is the new norm, businesses have been forced to close or drastically change 

business models, school buildings will not open the rest of the school year as students (and parents!) are adjusting to e-learning.  In 

the current environment, both public and private sectors are looking for new ways to help those in need and satisfy client needs.  The 

Knights are also exploring ways to fulfill our duty to serve others.  Face to face meetings have been cancelled so there will be no 

council meetings until further notice.  The State Convention has also been cancelled and different avenues of conducting required 

business are being researched.  Our Council had been planning an Exemplification of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity in April which 

has been cancelled.  As I mentioned in an earlier e-mail, Supreme is offering an On-Line Exemplification Ceremony on April 16.  

This exemplification will be the new format.  For those who have been wanting to join, this will provide the opportunity to become a 

Knight without having to wait for an Exemplification to be scheduled once the pandemic has subsided.  It will also offer 1st Degree 

Knights the opportunity to become 3rd Degree Knights.  If you are interested, please let me know and I will forward you information 

on how to register for the ceremony. 

Our Lenten Fish Fry season has historically been our primary fund raiser for the year providing funds which we could donate to 

variable worthwhile causes in our parish, community, state, and beyond.  With the cancellation of the Fish Fry season this year, we 

will need to explore new ways to be able to continue our charitable efforts. 

Membership cards 

To minimize expenses, we usually try to distribute as many paid membership cards as we can at monthly meetings and during Lenten 

Fish Fries.  Those avenues are not currently available.  To those who have paid their dues, THANK YOU!  If you have not been to a 

meeting to pick up your card, the Financial Secretary will be mailing membership cards soon.  If you have not yet paid your dues, 

please go to our website (kofc10160.org) to bring you membership current or mail in a check if you prefer. 

We have all been affected by the pandemic in one way or another.  Remember that Christ is always with us and that together, we will 

remain strong.  Please join me in praying for our priests and religious leaders, our medical professionals, first responders, healthcare 

workers, and all who continue to perform essential duties for the greater good. 

Rosary 

I invite you to join Brother Bob Irwin in saying the Rosary every Saturday morning at 7:30. The Rosary will be broadcast on St. 

Stephen’s Facebook site prior to the 8:15 Saturday morning Mass. 

Blood Drive 

Thanks to Brother Jason Castor for working with the Red Cross and the Parish staff in making sure our scheduled blood drive was 

held.  Because of many blood drive cancellations, the Red Cross is in dire need of blood donations.  Thank you also to Brother Steve 

Simonsen for helping make the Blood Drive a success. 

State Lottery 

Even though the State Convention has been cancelled, the lottery drawing to support Vocations will still be held on April 25. The 

filled-out portion of the ticket and money should be mailed to the State Warden by April 20th. Checks should be payable to NE 

Knights of Columbus. The State Warden’s address is: State Warden Mike Schaeffer, 4306 Sheridan Ro, Bellevue, NE  68123-2259. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Jim Spurgin 
Grand Knight 

 

NOTE:  Please return all unsold lottery tickets. 
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Calendar: 
‘April’ General Meeting  (See email) 14 Jim Spurgin ‘7:30 PM Zoom 

 Exemplification Ceremony 16 Supreme ‘8 PM Online 

A detailed calendar will be sent out at a time when we can again meet in person. 

Please notify Scott Napierala with any activities at napierala@cox.net 

 

 

 

  

Vocations 

Please note the following Vocations-related activities: 

- Holy Hour for Vocations – Thursday evenings, 8 to 9 PM, Daily Mass Chapel 

Please remember to pray daily for the following intentions: 

 An increase in vocations to the priesthood and religious life, especially additional vocations from our 

parish. 

 The priests, deacons and religious of our Archdiocese, remembering especially those who are ill and those 

who have retired. 

 Our young men and women that Our Lord would continue to bless and guide them as they discern their 

religious vocations. 

 Our men who are in the formation process to become ordained permanent deacons, that the Holy Spirit 

will guide them on their journey. 

Food Pantry Drive 
Help us fill the shelves of our pantry.  Items needed: 

Canned Chicken, vegetables and fruit     Karr packets 

White and brown rice        Pancake Mix and Syrup 

Peanut Butter         Grape jelly 

Box Mashed Potato        Cans of Soup 

Mustard         Ketchup 

Rice-a- Roni           Ramen Noodles 

Boxed Cereal         Dish Soap 

Shampoo         Conditioner 

Toothbrush - single packs        Toothpaste 

Toilet tissue- 4pack          paper towels - single rolls 

Laundry Detergent 

Thank you for your support. 
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Knights of Columbus Insurance Update 

The mission of the Knights of Columbus today remains the same as when it was founded in 1882: to protect 

Catholic families financially and to help strengthen the Catholic faith of our members. 

While the current medical, social and economic issues we face are unsettling, it’s not the first time we have risen to 

meet such challenges. Our Order has stood strong through past crises such as the Spanish flu in 1918, the Great 

Depression and the financial crisis of 2008. 

Just as we stood together during those times, we stand ready in our own difficult times to provide life insurance, 

annuities, long term care and disability insurance. Knights of Columbus Insurance agents are fully equipped and 

eager to help you understand how the current climate may affect your personal finances and how our products can 

help. 

Our agents can meet with you in person, talk to you over the phone (when appropriate) or through a virtual 

meeting using Skype or similar software. Agents are ready to answer questions, assist with service-related issues 

and help show you how you can reduce your financial risk. 

As the Knights of Columbus turns 138 years old, it is an opportune moment to thank our founder, Father Michael 

McGivney, for his foresight in founding an Order that consistently provides reliable financial protection for 

Catholic families. You do not face the current challenges alone. Our commitment to helping you and your family 

remains strong. 

Vivat Jesus! 

Click here to see my schedule availability or schedule with me today! 

 

“Life and physical health are precious gifts entrusted to us by God. We must take reasonable care of them, taking 

into account the needs of others and the common good.” - Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2288 

https://www.facebook.com/ryankofc/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ryanmascarellokofc/ 
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